
Dates to Remember 

April 27 Ð Ca nd idac y Forms and  

Graduation App lica tions for 

Summer Graduation Due 

April 28th CHES Exam 

Fina l Exam Period  Ð May 2-4, 7 & 

8 

May 9th Ð Mini-Term Begins 

May 10th Graduate Hood ing 

Ceremony 

June 4th ÐFirst & Full Summer 

Session Classes beg in 

July 6th Ð MPH Co mprehensive 

Exam (Please sing up  with Dr. 

Hamilton) 

July 9th Ð Sec ond Summer Session 

Cla sses Begin 

August 10th Ð Ca nd idac y Forms 

and  Graduation App lica tions for 

Fa ll Gradua tion Due 

August 22nd Ð Fa ll Cla sses begin 

Oc tober 29th Ð 30th CEPH Site 

Team visits 

 

 

Faculty Search Update 
 

After a lengthy and vigorous national search, College administrators 
decided to end the 2006-07 search for an assistant professor of health 
administration without appointment of a candidate.  The search committee 
plans to reopen the search process following the start of the new fiscal 
year, July 1, 2007. 
 
The search and screening process used to recruit for this faculty position 
involved the review of credentials of many applicants; on campus interviews 
of the principal slate of candidates; input by students, faculty and 
administrators; and much thoughtful deliberation.   
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MPH Field Preceptors Recognized 
 
In recognition of the excellent guidance provided student interns in the MPH 
program, two individuals were honored on April 5 with Certificates of 
Appreciation.  The certificates for 2007 were presented as part of the National 
Public Health Week celebration.  In total, 17 field preceptors for the MPH 
Program have been honored since the first ones in 2004 . 
 
Each preceptor has mentored three or more MPH students in the past several 
years and has demonstrated exceptional commitment to engaging students in 
a challenging and beneficial field experience.  Those selected for 2007 include:  
Deborah Bell, RN, MPH, Director of Network Development for University 
Health System, Inc. and Micky Roberts, MDiv, CHES, Health Director, Blount 
County Health Department 

  

 
 

  

 

 

 

Student Presentations 
 

Jeannine De La Torre Ugarte was 
invited on April 11, 2007, to present 
the following topic: "Cultural 
Competence and Diversity" at the 
Spring 2007 Faith Community 
Nursing Program, Nursing 
Continuing Education Consortium, 
organized by the U.T. College of 
Nursing. 
 

Congratulations  
 

Dr. June Gorski was awarded an Outstanding Teacher Award by the UT 
National Alumni Association at the Chancellor's Honors Banquet on April 
11th, 2007.  Congratuatlations, Dr. Gorski, the honor is well deserved.  

 
Job Search Websites: 

 
Katie Portacci, an alumna of the MPH program suggested the following 
websites for those looking for jobs.   
USA jobs: Official job site for the US Federal Government  
http://www.usajobs.com/  
http://www.publichealthjobs.net/  This is another place you can submit 
resumes, search jobs and have them delivered to your inbox.  It is hosted 
by the Association of Schools of Public Health 
For Vacancies with the Public Health Commissioned Corps: 
The Office of Commissioned Corps Operations maintains a self-
subscribing mail list for distribution of vacancy announcements to 
Commissioned Officers of the United States Public Health Service. To join 
or leave this list please go to: https://list.nih.gov/archives/ccvacancies-l.html 
 



Reaccreditation 
Activities 

 
The Public Health Academic 
Program Committee is on 
schedule for submitting a 
preliminary self-study document 
in mid-May to three persons 
identified by the Council on 
Education for Public Health 
(CEPH).  Dr. Cynthia Harris, 
Director of the Florida A&M 
UniversityÕs Institute of Public 
Health, will serve as chair of the 
site visit team and will be one of 
the reviewers.  In addition, a 
CEPH Councilor and an 
accreditation specialist staff 
member of CEPH will review the 
preliminary document and 
provide recommendations for the 
final version due by late 
September.  The site visit team 
will visit the campus to meet with 
program constituents on October 
29 and 30 of 2007. 
 

Share your news in MPH Memos!  
Let us know about your internship, 
presentations, conferences 
attended and projects.  The next 
issue of MPH Memos is already in 
progress so contact me with your 
information at mfosters@utk.edu.  
Mary Foster-Smith, Graduate 
Teaching Associate,  Editor, MPH 
Memos mfosters@utk.edu  

 

Survey of MPH Students 
 

Students enrolled during spring semester were invited to respond to a brief survey conducted by 
Heather Lodari, the CHE representative to the Academic Program Committee.  She was assisted 
by Christie Westlake-Sheffield, the HPA representative.  Satisfaction ratings and narrative 
comments resulting from the survey were distributed and discussed at the March meeting of the 
governance committee.  Below is a summary of the ratings.  Thanks to all the students who 
participated in the survey which had a response rate of 77.6% (n=45).  

 
Upcoming Courses of Interest: 

 
Mini Term: Health 406 Death, Dying and Bereavement 
 
Summer Full Session: PH 520 Pubic Health Policy & Administration,  
PH 530 Biostatistics, PH 555 Health & Society, Health 590 Research 
Methods in Health, Safety 592 Research Methods in Health 
 
1st Summer Session: Public Health 650 Health Aspects of Gerontology, 
Safety 560 Fire Risk Management 
 
2nd Summer Session:  Safety 572 Terrorism & Counter-Terrorism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Not 
Very 

Satisfied 

  

Satisfied   
Very 

Satisfied N/A 
1.  Quality of faculty advising 0 4 12 11 18 0 
2.  Timely communications with faculty 1 3 10 13 18 0 
3.  Effectiveness of career guidance by faculty 1 5 17 9 12 1 
4.  Opportunity to evaluate courses 0 3 12 12 16 2 
5.  Opportunity for input to accreditation self-        

study 1 1 17 11 9 6 
6.  Usefulness of MPH Memos Newsletter 1 3 20 12 7 2 
7.  Sufficiency of student role in program 

governance 1 1 17 12 10 4 

 

E-mail Etiquette 

E-mail is no longer a ÒnewÓ form of communication. Many use this form of 
communication in a highly informal manner. The first rule of thumb is think 
before you write. Just because you can send information faster than ever, 
does not mean that you should click the ÒSendÓ button as quickly as possible. 
Keep your messages concise. The screen only shows about one half of a 
hard-copy page. Save longer messages and formal reports for regular or 
overnight mail. However, do not send text so brief that the reader has no idea 
what youÕre talking about. 

 DONÕT TYPE IN ALL CAPS! It may appear that you are yelling.  
Additionally, do not type in all lower case. Know that professional 
communication must be professional and if you violate the rules of grammar 
and usage, you make it difficult for the reader to interpret your message.  

The subject line is important. Use it to get the readerÕs attention. 
Replace vague lines (My Resume or Publishing Job) with clear statements.  

Proofread your document. Use a spell and grammar checker. You do 
not want to damage your credibility with a misspelled word. 

**Adapted from: 2006-2007 Career Services Handbook 
http://career.utk.edu/students/shared/handbook06.pdf  ** 
 
 


